OJUSD Gifted Learner Pull-Out Program Academies 2011-2012

In order to help our gifted learners meet their learning potential the Gifted Learner program will be emphasizing writing skills throughout each unit in addition to meeting various science, math, reading, and social studies standards.

FACES OF EXCELLENCE (Aug. 10 - Sept. 2)

     Students will have an opportunity to strengthen their writing skills as they identify their family values and develop their personal set of values.  We will meet writing standards as we work on narratives and response to literature while learning to evaluate and prioritize those characteristics that are important to us.
WRITE NOW! (Sept. 6 – Sept. 30)

     Throughout this academy students will meet writing standards as we develop our grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure while learning how to create organized and focused written expression.

THE AMERICAN CONSTITUTION (Oct.3 – Nov.4)

     This academy will introduce students to the Preamble and the Articles of the Constitution, as well as the Amendments that follow.  They will develop higher level thinking skills as they learn about the arguments and compromises that shape this document.  Each student will have an opportunity to develop their persuasive writing skills as they analyze and evaluate the values that make the Constitution one of the greatest documents of its kind.
EVER CHANGING EARTH (Nov. 7 – Dec. 15)

     We will meet various science standards as we look at plate tectonics, volcanoes, tsunamis, earthquakes, and the Earth’s structure and composition.   We will develop our writing skills as we learn to conduct research that pose relevant questions in addition to learning how to create a bibliography and use our creativity to enhance our knowledge.

ON TO THE THEATER!  “Mission to Mars” (Jan. 5 – Feb. 19)

     Students will have an opportunity to develop coping skills, gain confidence, learn to apply their “artistic” talents as well as meet listening and speaking standards while gaining scientific knowledge.  There will be two day-time and one evening performance per elementary site.

SPACE EXPLORATION (Feb. 27 – April 15)

     This academy will allow students to distinguish facts, draw inferences and conclusions and use a variety of effective organizational strategies as they become acquainted with the science of astronomy and the history of space exploration.  We will continue to develop our writing skills as we apply our scientific knowledge and our creative use of fiction.

MATH MADNESS (April 16 – May 24)

     Throughout this academy students will have an opportunity to gain new mathematical insight as they use their math skills to solve real world problems.  We will explore the world of measurement & geometry, algebra, statistics, data analysis, and number sense.
Special Activities
Gifted Learner Back to School Night Aug. 25 6:30pm at Magnolia
Evening performance of “Mission to Mars”   CL Feb. 13    FO Feb. 14   SV Feb. 15    MAG Feb. 16

Optional family field trip to view a performance at OHS (date to be announced)
Evening with a “Brainiac” strategies used by successful students Nov. 16 @ CL 6:30pm

